
New Members Reception 
Friday May 27th at 7:00pm 

 

Collier Men’s Breakfast 
Sat. May 28th @7:00am at Cottage Canoe Restaurant 

Guest speaker Ted Handy 
 

Masters in Music 
Sunday, June 5th 3:00pm 
Chelsea Van Pelt, Soprano 

Accompanied by Andrea Van Pelt, pianist 
 

Strawberry Supper 
Wednesday June 22nd  

 

Collier Men’s Breakfast 
Sat. June 25th @7:00am at Cottage Canoe Restaurant 

 

VBS 
Monday July 18th – Friday July 22nd  

 

Masters in Music 
Sunday, July 3rd 3:00pm 

Vlad Soloviev, Pianist 
 

Masters in Music 
Sunday, August 7th 3:00pm 

Julia Morson, Soprano 
Accompanied by Rashaan Allwood, keyboard 

 
 

 
 

May 22nd  
VICTORIA DAY WEEKEND 

 
May 29th 

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

June 5th 
COMMUNION 

 
June 12th  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION 
 

June 19th 
FATHER’S DAY 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
Robert Cameron 
Marion Williams 

 
MARCH NEW MEMBERS 

Bruce Armstrong 
Carol McCallister 

 
 
 

 

Tri City Gospel Choir 

May 1st, we enjoyed a wonderful evening with the Tri City 

Gospel Choir.  An audience of over 250 enjoyed a gospel 

concert and hymn sing.  This wonderful group of men 

offered great Christian witness and fellowship.  About 

$1800 was raised towards A/V upgrading to the 

sanctuary.   

#GOD DEBATE 

 

William Haughton, Dr. Barry Pakes, Shawn Conroy 

Wednesday March 31st, I had the pleasure of having a 

friendly debate/conversation with Shawn Conroy, 

President of the Central Ontario Humanists, about the 

question of God’s existence. Shawn and I first met 

following a funeral I conducted for a member of his wife’s 

family. We got to talking about our different perspectives 

on God, as a Christian minister and an atheist and, over 

a few conversations at Tim Horton’s became friends. 

Shawn suggested that his Humanist Association might 

like to ‘overhear’ one of our conversations during a 

monthly meeting. That idea grew to the #God Debate. 

The event was a great success. 100 people from Collier, 

the Humanist Association as well as the community were 

in attendance. The debate was moderated by Barry 

Pakes, a medical doctor, university professor and 

orthodox Jew. Refreshments were provided by Collier 

and members of the Humanist Association. 

After a one hour debate on questions from the 

moderator, there were half an hour of questions from the 

audience. 

The goal of this event was for Shawn and I to 

demonstrate that it is possible to articulate strongly held 

positions, even debate someone coming from a very 

different perspective, but to do so in a fun, respectful 

way. It is good to respect others holding different 

positions, but also to realize there is often something we 

can learn from them. 

On its own, this event was a fun, one-time thing. 

Hopefully, it was also a positive example of how to have 

any important debate about a controversial topic. 

 

 

LINK Newsletter 

 

 

FRONT STEP UPDATE 

 

 

If you’ve been to the church building in recent weeks, 

you’ll notice that the front, central step has been 

cordoned off. Its deteriorating condition has left some 

potential tripping hazards in spots. Surface repairs are 

no longer sufficient. The good news is, a contractor has 

been selected to rebuild this step and make some 

repairs to the other concrete steps facing Collier St. 

Work is hoped to begin in July. 

The 5 sets of wooden doors have also needed 

refinishing and repair for some time.  We have  

selected a company to complete this restoration. 

Funding for this project will be graciously provided by 

the UCW.   
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LOCAL FUND INCOME & EXPENSES 
TO APRIL 30, 2016 

 

 

LOCAL FUND INCOME & EXPENSES (Apr 30) 
*Pre-Authorized Remittance, an option which can be started, 

changed or cancelled at any time. 
 

May we be thankful for God’s great abundance! 

 

 

 
 

CELEBRATE BARRIE 

Our church will have a 'booth' at Celebrate Barrie! 
 
When: Saturday June 4, 10 am to 5 pm 
Where: Centennial Beach 
What: We'll be making paper airplanes with 
participants! 
 
If you'd like to help please contact Laurie Crosson at 
705-722-2003, or lcrosson@rogers.com. 

 
 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
 

Our youth group had recently gathered for an evening 
of fun games and all you can eat pizza and ice cream 
sundaes. We had a wonderful time together. Coming 
up: church sleepover for youth and a trip to Canada's 
wonderland! Contact Lisa Tisi, Minister to learning and 
growing in faith, for details and registration.  
 

BARRIE OUT OF THE COLD 
 

We have just finished another very busy year at Collier 
BOOTC. We have serviced 1592 guests over a period of 
24 weekends. That is an average of 33 guests per 
night. We have definitely seen an increase in numbers 
this season. 
 
BOOTC would not be able to implement this program 
without the cooperation of Rev. Will Haughton, office 
and custodial staff and of course all of the Collier 
parishioners who are always there to support us. 
 
A special thank you to all the meal makers and 
compassionate volunteers who are committed to one or 
two shifts a month so that the program can run 
smoothly throughout the course of the year.  
 
Once again, a heartfelt “thank you” to Collier United 
Church” for its continued support for the season 
2015/2016. We will see you in November. We will begin 
looking for volunteers in September to fill out our teams 
for the 2016/2017 season. 
 
Enjoy a relaxing and warm summer! 
 
Carol Forget 
(Coordinator for BOOTC) 
 

 
 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
 

Spring Greetings to all.  The months move along 
quickly.  
 

FEBRUARY 17th, the Group enjoyed a Speaker from the 
MacLaren Art Centre. 
 

MARCH 16th, Allan Bell, one of our own Church 
members, spoke on the book he wrote and published 
called "A WAY TO THE WEST", a Canadian Railway 
Legend.  It was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
 

APRIL 20th, we were once again fortunate to have our 
Mayor, Jeff Lehman as our speaker.  Jeff had a meeting 
in Toronto that morning and planned to rush back for 
our luncheon at noon.  However, he had an unexpected 
emergency meeting at City Hall.  He offered to speak 
briefly to our group as we ate and give us a short 
update on things of interest at City Hall, which he did.  
He also suggested his wife Jenny was willing to speak 
about their experiences with the Syrian family of ten, 
they and others sponsored.  The family arrived just 
before Christmas.  It was very informative and 
interesting to hear about the process and how hard all 
the family is working to learn English. The family is very 
appreciative for this new and wonderful opportunity. 
 

MAY 18th, the speaker is Kristi Flook, a Registered 
CASLPO Audiologist and Clinical Supervisor with Helix, 
who will do a hearing presentation and screenings. This 
should be a very interesting meeting for all of us. 
 

JUNE 15th, the speaker is Dr. Paul Weber, a 
Chiropractor at New Life on Bradford St.  It will be a 
health talk. 
 

Thank you to all who come faithfully to our luncheons 
and to many of you who take part in so many different 
ways. It is very much appreciated and adds to the 
friendly spirit and fellowship of our get together.  Don't 
forget to sign up for the May and June meetings.  
 

Blessings, 
Chris and Don Jay 

 
FRIENDSHIP BIBLE STUDY  

 

We hold our Bible Study in the Chapel every 

Sunday morning at 9:15am. Bernie McLellan is our 

coordinator and he prepares our lesson each week. 

Cheryl Tizzard and I help our group to read Bible 

verses.  Since my last writing, several of us have 

been either sick, hospitalized or both. I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 

prayers.  Thank you also for your support.       

Hilary Cowan 

COLLIER L.I.F.E. GROUPS 
 

The seasons still seem to be confused, springish with a 
bite of winter, cooler than average with a hint of real 
sun and warmer hours. This is confusing us and our 
gardens. 
 
The Seasons of the Spirit, the Revised Common 
Lectionary, is the Bible study which the L.I.F.E. Groups 
follow. It carries on in the orderly fashion of the 
seasons of the Church year. This season started with 
Lent and Easter and ended on May 15, 2016, Pentecost 
Sunday which is the celebration of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
Our next session will be May 22 to August 28, fifteen 
weeks. It is called the season after Pentecost or 
Ordinary Time. This might be a good time for you to 
come and visit us, when the busy routines of the winter 
season slow down and there might be time to see what 
a Collier L.I.F.E. Group is like. The Tuesday morning 
9:45 am. L.I.F.E. Group continues to meet all summer 
at Collier United Church. Some people from other 
groups like the continuity of meeting in the summer 
when able and join us. The Thursday 7:00am. L.I.F.E.  
Group takes a break for the summer.  
 
While the life of the Church has its orderly seasons and 
“ordinary times”, our lives are often not orderly or 
ordinary. Some of the topics we will be discussing are 
God, wisdom, justice, change, expectations, listening, 
learning and living, passion of prayer and faith. In 
summary, " Throughout this season, we are invited to 
hear the whole of creation, and the Divine Presence: 
Creator, Wisdom and Spirit calling us to join in the truth 
and fullness of life in reconciled harmony."   
Information and quote from Seasons of the Spirit, 
Pentecost 1. P. 3. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Leona 
Appleby 705-726-1884, Carol Duckworth 705-424-5408, 
Lisa Tisi or William Haughton both at 705-726-1511. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
Carol Duckworth and Leona Appleby  
Co-leaders. 

 

 

 

 2015 2016 

     Envelope Givings 80,441 71,514 

     *PAR 44,224 42,662 

     Open Plate 1,471 1,931 

     Other 34,580 9,764 

Sub Total 160,716 125,871 

Expenses to Apr 30 161,897 149,784 

Local Operating Balance  
as of Apr 30 

(1,182) (23,913) 

Refugee Fund  0 16,695 

Collier Mission Fund 4,586 (5,332) 

UCC Mission & Service  5 999 
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JESUS WALK 
 

Jesus Walk is a group designed for adults with 

disabilities in mind. We are a Christian based group 

meeting every Monday evening from September until 

June. We get together for an enjoyable evening of 

friendship, prayer, devotionals, singing and an activity 

or a guest. We are currently in our 39th season. 

We unfortunately, had to cancel our first two meetings 

of 2016 due to the weather, but returned with an 

evening of sharing how we all spent our Christmas 

holidays. There were some very interesting stories and 

a few disappointed people over Christmas, but we carry 

on!  We had one of our favourite guests, Carol Warnica, 

come for a visit where she told us all about her work in 

Africa and showed us her famous “Gumboot Dance” our 

members always enjoy watching it and some have tried 

to do it themselves.  

We enjoyed an evening of decorating Valentine cookies 

to take home and snack on before bed that night. It 

was a great deal of fun and there were some pretty 

brilliant decorating ideas utilized! We then celebrated 

Valentine’s Day with our annual Valentine’s Day Dance. 

We enjoyed an evening called “My Job Night”, where all 

of our members have the opportunity to tell us all 

about how they spend their days, it was their moment 

to shine! 

We watched an Easter movie in March entitled “The 

Messiah Comes”. It told us all about Jesus’ triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem on the wonderful Palm Sunday and 

led us through the week leading up to Black Friday. Our 

leader Rob Murdock prepared a marvellous story about 

life on the farm, using our member’s names as the 

names for all the farm animals. It was a very 

entertaining evening full of fun and laughter. We 

finished March off with a visit from Rev. Will, as he 

shared with us the story of Jesus entry, betrayal, 

crucifixion and His rising from the dead on Easter 

morning. Many of our members had the opportunity to 

act out the various parts and everyone had a fantastic 

time in doing so. 

In April, we began the month with a spring craft 

prepared by Cindy Karwacki and Jenn Brown. Our 

members were able to make one of three characters: a 

lamb, a bunny or a chick. Everyone had a great time 

and was very talented in designing their own 

characters. We had a visit from Joe Karwacki as he 

explained the purpose of COPE dogs and demonstrated 

with his own dog Radar! It is very interesting to hear 

about the training these dogs go through and the 

process you go through to obtain a service dog. We 

couldn’t forget about our Spring Fashion Show. This is 

an annual event and is our welcome to the spring and 

summer seasons. All our members came dressed in 

their summer best as they were in the spotlight once 

again strutting their stuff on the runway of fashion! We 

finished off April with our Spaghetti dinner. A very 

special thank you to Joyce Stratton for preparing the 

sauce and to Maureen and Rob for their hard work 

cooking the spaghetti and preparing the salads in the 

kitchen. Without the help of all our wonderful leaders, 

events like this would not be possible. Thank you so 

much! 

We have had a rough few months of it in Jesus Walk, 

we have lost three of our members recently and this is 

heartbreaking to our members. Jeff Morphett, Robin 

Trowbridge and Terry LaCelle have left us here on earth 

and have joined our Father in Heaven. We truly love 

and miss these wonderful people. 

As we close we are always looking for interesting 

activities and visitors to stimulate and entertain our 

members. If you have special talents or if you know of 

someone who might prove fitting for our group, or if 

you have any ideas of interesting activities, or if you 

yourself may be able to offer something to our 

members, please contact Sharon at 705-719-0164. We 

thank you, our Collier family and the Collier Ministry 

team for their continued support and encouragement, 

allowing Jesus Walk to look forward to Monday 

evenings together. God bless! 

Yours In Christ,                                                                                                                                                  

Sharon 

 

 

BRADFORD GREENHOUSE FUNDRAISER 

Once again we have been accepted for the Bradford 
Greenhouse Fundraiser & are counting on your 
participation. Just let them know at the cash register that 
you are collecting points for Collier Street United Church 
and at the end of the season we will receive a gift card 
for garden supplies. The program runs until October 15th. 
Thanks for your help! 
 

Silent Auction 2016 – Wrap-up Announcement 

On behalf of the Silent Auction Team, thank you for 

your contributions, which all together made our Collier 

2016 Silent Auction a huge success!  Thank you for 

donating – thank you for bidding – thank you for eating 

– and thank you for volunteering to help!   

What an event!  The final tally is not yet complete 

however we can report that we have raised for Collier 

over…….. $20,000! 

Although the money is fantastic and will help support 

our church, which is great, there are other things that 

happen through an event like this Silent Auction that 

have no monetary value:   

·      The camaraderie when we work together…  

·      The relationships that we build – when we’re 

working side-by-side setting up auction items or 

in the kitchen or at the book table or bake table, or 

pie table, or acting as hosts … 

·      The support and caring we demonstrate for one 

another… 

·      The laughter – catching-up – sharing stories – 

even during one of Tom and Laurie’s creative 

announcements… 

·      The sense of community we share – when we 

support each other – those with experience 

sharing their expertise with those new in their role 

– listening to one another and trying new ideas 

and ways of doing things… 

Collier is richer for this Silent Auction – by much, 

much more than the final financial 

contribution.  And it wouldn’t have happened without 

everyone working together so we can all be proud 

of this event.   

To sum it up: 
 Dinner for 4 at the Jones'... $150 dollars! 
Two passes for a train ride... $250 dollars! 

Working hard together, building 

community and having 

fun.....PRICELESS!!! 

Thank YOU for YOUR contribution which helped make 

this event so successful! 

 

The Sunday school program gathered together to 
launch our new spring/summer program. The focus is 
to shine the light of Christ from our hearts to others. 
Our video sing along, lesson and craft all tied together 
to instil upon the children that they are all gifted with a 
light and to shine it for all to see!  

Pictured: Steve Harding, Laurie Crosson, Deb Tyler, Bill 

Reeve and Todd McDonald. 

Saturday April 23rd was Collier’s first Blessing of the 

Bikes – an annual event held in many cities across 

North America. Due to the very chilly weather, only 6 

participated. However, the sunshine plus layered 

clothing made it a fun morning. We began with 

refreshments, moved to a short blessing service based 

on Psalm 121: “I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

where does my help come from? My help comes from 

the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth,” followed by 

a medium length ride. Stay tuned for next year’s date! 



MUSIC 

 

Anastasia Tchernikova and Evan Lamberton,  

Masters in Music, April 3rd  

Hello friends, 

This last bit has been a whirlwind, featuring 

snowstorms in Holy Week, and a very busy Lenten 

season. The choir successfully and very finely navigated 

all obstacles and we are sailing smoothly (with a decent 

amount of paddling under the water!) from now until 

break.   
 

Just before Palm Sunday, we welcomed two auditioned 

choral scholars. These positions are filled by students 

Hailey Choi (age 15) and Evan Stow (age 18), whom 

you will have noticed by now up front. Among other 

things, choral scholar duties include assisting the choir 

with consistency (a number of our members enjoy 

vacationing from time to time) leadership within their 

respective sections, and, perhaps most importantly, 

direct outreach to the Barrie Community at large. In 

exchange, we as the church offer these talented 

youngsters a modest stipend and an introduction to 

church music, training them in musical professionalism, 

leadership and self-teaching. You also will have noticed 

that we have five other youngsters up front, ranging 

from ages 13-16. These young adults have joined of 

their own volition and would love to have a few more 

members their age. If you know a young person who 

might enjoy this, please be in touch (we offer volunteer 

hours!!). Also, we are open membership so anyone of 

any age is always welcome.  
 

We have now had two concerts in our Masters in Music 

Series, and both have been highly successful. In June 

we will begin full swing with a monthly musical offering 

on the first Sunday of each month at 3:00 pm. These 

are freewill offering concerts featuring advanced degree 

musicians. We are accepting homemade cookie 

donations, marked “Music Series”, which can be placed 

in the freezer.  Any assistance with this would be 

appreciated. 

Ina Smith and Sharon Saint, and a number of others 

will be taking the lead hosting our first concert, operatic 

Soprano Chelsea Van Pelt, with her cousin Andrea Van 

Pelt, while I am across the pond playing in England. In 

July we will have Vlad Soloviev, a recent graduate of 

the famous American School, Eastman School of Music, 

playing Bach, and in August we will feature a Toronto 

soprano, Julia Morson, singing the recently discovered 

“Gloria” by Handel and Mozart favourites. Future 

bookings include a jazz duo of doctoral candidates, 

myself and - more sopranos! (In my profession 

sopranos seem to be like tribbles… everywhere and 

multiplying!). With great thanks to Laurie Crosson and 

her team, we have wonderful advertising flyers 

requiring distribution. If you feel that you can be of 

assistance, please be in touch. Our promotional 

material will be quarterly with the seasons.  

This Link-submission marks the end of my first year 

with the choir. I would like to give a special shout-out 

to choir president, Sharon, newly appointed Choir 

manager, Ina, Deb, for managing the attendance, Nicky 

and Marilyn for maintaining the music library, Sandra 

for correspondence and everyone else for their 

quickness to assist and participate.  I also must thank 

all of the members for their persistent hard work, 

willingness to try new things and look funny, as well as 

for their trust and kindness. Through love, change, 

experience and growth, we have become a family. The 

love is present every time we are together and we 

breathe as one. I look forward to the many years we 

have together in our future - may they be as joyous 

and bountiful as this one, and may laughter and 

kindness come first – along with a good piece of candy! 
 

Have a great summer everyone and don’t forget to sing 

in the shower, in the car, while vacuuming, and always 

when in need of greater guidance. 

Yours, Sarah 

Music Director 

 

 

UCW  

Information and exploratory sessions have been held 

with UCW membership over the past few months. The 

outcome is that there is a desire to continue our 

organization at Collier Street United and a strong 

commitment with the members to continue to support 

the work and mission at Collier and each other. 

With the support of the Collier Ministry Team, a 

renewed focus will see less emphasis on fundraising, a 

membership recruitment process, formal leadership 

development and more and varied programming within 

the individual groups. We thank the congregation for 

your prayers and support as we work towards this 

renewal. 

The three units continue to function providing support 

to church activities, hosting a second Vendor Fair in 

March, catering to an all-day AA Conference in April, 

maintaining kitchen supplies, replacement of Hymn 

Books at Owen Hill Care Centre and other activities. 

We critically require a Treasurer to handle monthly and 

special event transactions. Expressions of interest to 

help in this unique need will be gratefully received – 

from any member of our congregation.  

 

COLLIER’S 5th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

RESERVE THE DATE 
DATE: Saturday, Sept. 17th, 

2016  
8:30 AM Shot Gun Start 

  
 

 
Contact Brian Young @ brian.young@century21.ca or 

by cell 705-790-0677 to reserve your spot. 
 

Collier Street is hosting its 5th annual golf tournament on 
Saturday, September 17th, 2016, 8:30am shotgun start.  
Cost is $100.00 per person which includes 18 holes with 
a golf cart, lunch and a goody bag.  And best of all a day 
of fellowship and fun! 
Please fill out a registration form which can be found on 
the bulletin board outside M5 or download from our 
website.  www.collierunited.ca  You can also email 
completed registration forms to 
brian.young1@sympatico.ca 

 
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY CAMP AWESOME 
 

Any teens looking for volunteer hours are welcome to 

sign up for the fun filled week of VACATION BIBLE CAMP, 

July 18th – 22ND. Sign-up outside M5 or contact Lisa Tisi. 

There are also lots of roles for Adult volunteers. Please 

sign-up outside M5 or talk to Lisa Tisi.  

 

CAMP AWESOME! 
 Vacation Bible Camp 

 

When: Monday July 18th to Friday July 22nd  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 

Thursday, July 21st 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Celebration for friends and family. 

 

Where: Collier Street United Church 
 

Who: All children, ages 5-12 welcome 
 

Cost: $35.00/Child before June 15th  
$45.00/Child after June 15th  

 
 
 

COLLIER MISSION COMMITTEE 

We are pleased to report that your Collier 

Mission Committee has assisted the following 

organizations this year: 

African Community Technical Services Barrie 

Women & Children’s Shelter 

Christian Blind Mission Canada 

Cruxifusion 

Effect Hope (Leprosy Mission Canada) 

Georgian Native Outreach Ministry 

Ghana Rural Integrated Development 

Hospice Barrie 

North Simcoe Food Grains Bank 

Salvation Army Barrie 

Service in Mission Canada 

Explorer Project – Rebecca Kent 

Year to date, your committee has made 

donations of $10,700 on your behalf.  Thank 

you to the congregation for supporting this 

committee.  

 


